
2018-2019 Buttercups
Ages 0-3 • Two-month Infant/Toddler Curriculum Components 

STARTER PACK 
Included per teacher pack with  

the first order of the curriculum year.

Weather Display 
•	 Teacher helps children locate  

the picture that best illustrates  
the weather in your area

•	 Large Arrow Clip included
•	 Laminated;  

18” x 12”

NEW! Larger 
Color and 
Shape Display
•	 New shape and  

color added  
each month

•	 Laminated;  
18” x 24”

Color and  
Shape Pieces
•  All pieces included  

in Starter Pack
•  Shapes all one color
•	 Laminated, punch-out

Welcome Caption 
•  To hang above Welcome 

Display in Teacher pack
•  Laminated, 8.5” x 11”

NEW! Concept Cube with 
Activity Cards
•  4” green foam cube with  

clear plastic pockets
•  Shapes and Colors  

included in Starter Pack
•  New Activity Cards sent in 

each Teacher Pack

NEW! Getting  
Started Guide
•  A quick start guide for preparing  

the classroom
•  Includes tips on parent engagement, 

assessment, observation, and more!

NEW! Developmental  
Continuum Poster
•  Separate Infant/Toddler Indicators 

for easier reference
•  18” x 24”

TEACHER PACK
EXPANDED! Curriculum Guide
•	 Now full color
•	 Now includes tips for 

observation and  
assessment

•	 Easy-to-use lesson  
plans organized by day

•	 2 Themes per Month
•	 Learning goals and  

indicators listed with  
each activity

•  Language, Cognitive,  
Physical, Social/Emotional

•	 Infant and Center Activities 
separated for each theme

•  Space for note-taking

NEW! Full Color  
Activity Calendar
•  Post on a wall to view daily 

activities at a glance and 
engage parents

•  12” x 18”

NEW! 2 Sets of  
Concept Cube  
Activity Cards
•  12 cards to use 

with the cube in the 
Starter Pack

•  Activities in every 
Curriculum Guide

•  Full color, perforated

NEW! 8 Song    
and Rhyme Cards
•	 Theme related
•  Use on-the-go with children
•  Collect, save, and reuse
•	 5.5” x 8.5”; sturdy paper,  

full color, front and back

NEW! 24 Physical/ 
Health Cards
•	 Gross/fine-motor skills  

and sensory exploration
•	 Tips to individualize for 

each age group
•  Use on-the-go with children
•  Collect, save, and reuse!
•	 5.5” x 8.5”; sturdy paper,  

full color, front and back

8 Vocabulary  
Cards
•	 Full-color photographs,  

to teach vocabulary
•  For on-the-go child 

engagement
•  Collect, save, and reuse!
•	 5.5” x 8.5”; sturdy paper

WELCOME
Let’s Dig in 

to Learning!
Buttercups® Welcome Caption©FunShine Express 2018
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Place color here.
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Getting
Started

Online

Early Learning and Development Continuum
Infants

0-12 months 
Young Toddlers

9-18 months
Older Toddlers
16-36 months 

Domain/Subdomain Goal Indicators

La
n

gu
ag

e 
/L

it
er
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y

L1: Receptive 
Language (Listening)

Understands spoken 
language

L1.1(0) Listens/watches/responds to language L1.1(1) Responds to language/signs appropriately L1.1(2) Responds to directions/rhymes/stories

L2: Expressive 
Language (Speaking)

Communicates 
with others

L2.1(0) Uses sounds/gestures/signs to express needs and wants L2.1(1) Uses some signs/words/gestures to communicate L2.1(2) Participates in two-way conversations/reciprocal language

L2.2(0) Makes speci� c sounds, etc. to communicate L2.2(1) Learns/uses new words to label things; sings songs L2.2(2) Uses new words for objects/actions/describing

EMERGING EMERGING L2.3(2) Uses short phrases/sentences, combining 2-3 words

L3: Foundational 
Reading

Gains meaning 
from print

L3.1(0) Shows interest in songs/rhymes/stories L3.1(1) Handles books without help; enjoys shared reading L3.1(2) Selects/chooses favorite books; names pictures

L3.2(0) Listens/responds to stories read previously L3.2(1) Listens to short texts; points to items in pictures L3.2(2) With adult help, answers simple questions about texts

EMERGING L3.3(1) Enjoys songs/rhymes; plays with sounds L3.3(2) Explores and plays with sounds

EMERGING EMERGING L3.4(2) Begins to understand pictures/symbols can be “read”

L4: Writing Develops writing 
to communicate

EMERGING L4.1(1) Makes marks with writing tools L4.1(2) Imitates writing; experiments with writing tools

M
at

h

M1: Number Sense, 
Quantity, and 
Operations

Understands numbers 
and quantities

M1.1(0) Listens/responds to counting, “Want More?” M1.1(1) Shows awareness of numbers/counting in routines M1.1(2) Counts; understands “one” and “two”

EMERGING EMERGING EMERGING

M2: Geometry and 
Spatial Sense

Recognizes shapes and 
spatial relationships

M2.1(0) Explores sizes/shapes of objects with hands and mouth M2.1(1) Explores shapes/objects and how they � t together M2.1(2)  Recognizes/matches some shapes of di� erent sizes/orientations; 
names attributes of shapes with help

M2.2(0) Explores moving body in space M2.2(1) Explores how people/objects move/� t in space M2.2(2) Understands/responds to positional words

M3: Measurement 
and Data

Measures and 
collects data

M3.1(0) Explores objects with di� erent shapes/sizes M3.1(1) Begins to notice di� erences in measurable attributes M3.1(2) Uses words to describe di� erences in quantity/length; compares 
sizes; explores non-standard measurement

EMERGING EMERGING M3.2(2) Chooses preferences for simple graphing activities

M4: Patterns, 
Sorting/Classifying, 
Reasoning

Uses patterns, 
sorting, classifying, 
and reasoning

M4.1(0) Shows interest in auditory/visual/tactile patterns M4.1(1) Follows patterns in songs/movements/routines M4.1(2) Begins to recognize patterns in environment; tells what comes next

EMERGING M4.2(1) Forms sets of like items M4.2(2) Sorts/matches objects into sets

EMERGING EMERGING EMERGING

Sc
ie

n
ce

SC1: Observation
and Inquiry

Uses scienti� c inquiry SC1.1(0) Explores objects/world using senses SC1.1(1) Uses senses to explore/manipulate objects to see how things work SC1.1(2) Uses senses; shares what is seen/heard/touched; makes predictions; 
observes e� ects of actions

EMERGING SC1.2(1) Uses own body and adults as tools to observe SC1.2(2) Uses simple tools to observe things in the environment

SC2: Physical Science Understands 
light, sound, force, 
movement, and matter

SC2.1(0) Observes movement of objects/lights/sounds; explores 
properties of materials

SC2.1(1) Observes movement/explores sounds and properties of materials SC2.1(2) Applies force to objects to observe movement; explores light and 
sound and how properties of matter can change

SC3: Life Science Identi� es attributes 
of living and 
non-living things

SC3.1(0) Shows interest/curiosity in natural world SC3.1(1) Di� erentiates between plants and animals; identi� es some living 
things by name

SC3.1(2) With help, cares for and tells some characteristics of living things; 
notices similarities between babies/adults, and living/non-living

EMERGING EMERGING EMERGING

SC4: Earth Science 
and Environment

Recognizes features of 
earth and sky

EMERGING SC4.1(1) Notices di� erence between day/night; identi� es sky and things in it SC4.1(2) With help, describes things in day/night sky; discusses current 
season/weather

EMERGING EMERGING EMERGING

So
ci

al
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SS1: History and 
Events

Understands time and 
historical events

EMERGING SS1.1(1) Responds/reacts to changes in routine SS1.1(2) Understands/follows daily routine; tells what comes next

EMERGING EMERGING SS1.2(2) Participates in holiday/cultural/birthday celebrations

SS2: Geography 
and Symbolic 
Representation

Appreciates people 
and the environment

EMERGING EMERGING SS2.1(2) Recognizes some familiar places; � nds toys in familiar places

SS3: Culture, Family, 
and Community

Relates culture, family, 
and community

SS3.1(0) Listens/responds to music from own culture and others SS3.1(1) Listens/responds to music and rhymes from various cultures SS3.1(2) Participates in rhymes/music/stories/activities from various cultures

SS3.2(0) Hears/responds to own name SS3.2(1) Hears/responds to own name and those of family members; 
notices family/age/physical traits

SS3.2(2) Understands own characteristics (name/age/gender/traits)

EMERGING EMERGING SS3.3(2) Discusses/role plays family jobs

SS4: Government, 
Economics, and 
Technology

Knows about 
government, 
economic systems, 
and technology

EMERGING SS4.1(1) Responds to redirection or simple instructions SS4.1(2) With help, carries out class responsibilities/jobs; follows rules

EMERGING EMERGING SS4.2(2) Knows money/payment is needed to buy things; people have needs 
and businesses provide goods/services

EMERGING SS4.3(1) Uses trial/error to explore simple mechanisms on toys SS4.3(2) Uses everyday technology with help

So
ci
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-E

m
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SE1: Self-Awareness 
and Self-Concept

Understands and 
appreciates self

SE1.1(0) Develops awareness of self as separate from others SE1.1(1) Becomes more aware of own body; recognizes self in mirror SE1.1(2) Shows awareness of some characteristics and things they can do

SE1.2(0) Prefers familiar people/objects SE1.2(1) Expresses food/object/texture preferences SE1.2(2) Chooses favorite foods/objects/activities

SE1.3(0) Shows pleasure in their own accomplishments SE1.3(1) Shows things they have done; attempts independence, 
but seeks help

SE1.3(2) Shows con� dence in increasing abilities; attempts independence

SE2: Trust and 
Relationships

Develops trust and 
relationships

SE2.1(0) Responds di� erently to familiar/unfamiliar adults SE2.1(1) Looks to familiar adults about how to respond; shows attachment SE2.1(2) Seeks ways to � nd comfort in new situations; shows emotional 
attachment to others; seeks comfort items

SE2.2(0) Responds/shows awareness of other children SE2.2(1) Shows interest/responds to other children SE2.2(2) Begins to interact with other children; prefers some children 
to others

SE3: Feelings and 
Emotions

Understands feelings 
and emotions

SE3.1(0) Responds to other children’s feelings/emotions SE3.1(1) Begins to show concern for others SE3.1(2) Recognizes feelings of others; tries to comfort others

SE3.2(0) Expresses emotions related to basic needs SE3.2(1) Expresses wide range of emotions related to problem or con� ict SE3.2(2) Learns social skills/words for expressing feelings/needs/wants; 
manages outbursts with help

SE4: Self-Regulation Regulates behavior SE4.1(0) Accepts comforting from familiar adults; self-soothes SE4.1(1) Accepts/follows routines and activities SE4.1(2) Begins to show self-regulation; ability to cope with stress; 
self-soothing

A
pp
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AL1: Curiosity, 
Initiative, and 
Risk-Taking

Shows curiosity, 
initiative, and 
risk-taking

AL1.1(0) Uses senses to explore environment AL1.1(1) Shows interest/curiosity/eagerness in exploring AL1.1(2) Asks questions; tries new activities with adult prompting

AL2: Creative 
Thinking, Problem-
Solving, Reasoning

Uses creative thinking, 
problem-solving,
and reasoning

AL2.1(0) Watches objects, looks for ways to interact with them AL2.1(1) Uses objects in di� erent ways than intended; � nds humor in 
the unexpected

AL2.1(2) Uses materials in new ways to accomplish task/reach goal; 
enjoys silly jokes/stories

EMERGING AL2.2(1) Recognizes cause/e� ect relationships AL2.2(2) Asks questions to seek information; explores cause/e� ect by 
repeating actions

EMERGING EMERGING AL2.3(2) Tries several strategies to solve problems

AL3: Attention, 
Engagement, 
and Persistence

Shows attention, 
engagement, 
and persistence

AL3.1(0) Pays attention to people/objects/sounds AL3.1(1) Stays attentive for more time; repeats tasks to master them AL3.1(2) Finishes self-selected tasks

AL4: Memory 
and Re� ection

Uses memory 
and re� ection

AL4.1(0) Recognizes people/places/things AL4.1(1) Shows ability to acquire and process new information; 
achieves object permanence

AL4.1(2) Recalls information in new situations; remembers where a toy 
was put away

P
hy
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PD1: Physical Health, 
Growth

Shows healthy growth 
and development

PD1.1(0) Engages in play that develops arm/leg/core strength PD1.1(1) Joins in variety of indoor/outdoor play that develops 
arm/leg strength

PD1.1(2) Joins in variety of moderate/vigorous play activities; tries new games

PD1.2(0) Explores food with hands/� ngers PD1.2(1) Uses � ngers/hands to grasp/eat/drink from cups PD1.2(2) Tries/consumes variety of nutritious foods; knows some foods are 
better for us than others

PD2: Gross Motor 
Development

Uses gross motor skills PD2.1(0) Begins to gain mobility/control of body PD2.1(1) Gains mobility/ability to move from place to place PD2.1(2) Moves body to travel

PD2.2(0) Begins to coordinate body movements PD2.2(1) Coordinates body movements in place PD2.2(2) Coordinates body movements in place to interact with objects and 
surroundings

PD2.3(0) Begins to control body with balance/� exibility PD2.3(1) Controls body using balance/� exibility PD2.3(2) Re� nes � exibility/balance/bilateral control during activities

PD3: Fine Motor 
Development

Uses � ne motor skills PD3.1(0) Uses hands/feet to make contact with mouth, etc.; grasps/
transfers objects

PD3.1(1) Holds/manipulates objects with both hands (stacking blocks, etc.) PD3.1(2) Uses more re� ned hand/wrist movements (scribbles, etc.)

PD3.2(0) Uses di� erent actions on objects (kicks, etc.) PD3.2(1) Coordinates hand/eye movements; controls small objects 
(utensils, hammers, etc.)

PD3.2(2) Uses hands/eyes together to complete tasks (large puzzles, thread 
beads, etc.)

EMERGING EMERGING PD3.3(2) Gains control of small muscles while using art media (using scissors 
to snip, etc.)

PD4: Safety 
Awareness and Self-
Care

Practices safety and 
self-care

PD4.1(0) Listens to/watches adults for cues of a harmful situation PD4.1(1) Looks for cues from adults to guide behavior in harmful situations PD4.1(2) Recognizes some harmful situations with guidance; begins to 
understand safe/unsafe behavior

PD4.2(0) Responds well when physical needs are met (diaper 
changing, etc.)

PD4.2(1) Accepts/more involved with physical care routines 
(toothbrushing, etc.)

PD4.2(2) Shows self-care development in physical care routines 
(handwashing, etc.)
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CA1: Visual Arts Appreciates the 
visual arts

CA1.1(0) Shows curiosity, exploring art media through senses CA1.1(1) Uses variety of materials in exploring/creating art work CA1.1(2) Chooses/participates in art activities using di� erent materials

CA1.2(0) Shows interest in visual stimuli (bright colors, etc.) CA1.2(1) Shows interest in more complex visual stimuli (photographs, etc.) CA1.2(2) Shows interest in own/others’ works of art with prompting

CA2: Music Enjoys music CA2.1(0) Responds to/shows interest in musical sounds; 
explores sounds

CA2.1(1) Expresses pleasure/excitement when listening to music; vocalizes 
some repeating words

CA2.1(2) Participates in wide variety of music/songs; sings simple songs

CA2.2(0) Responds to/explores musical rhythms through movement CA2.2(1) Moves body in rhythm of music CA2.2(2) Explores musical rhythms through movement

CA3: Movement 
and Dance

Participates in 
movement and dance

CA3.1(0) Moves body in response to music CA3.1(1) Imitates some movements/sounds in songs/� ngerplays CA3.1(2) Moves/dances; performs movements in songs/� ngerplays

CA4: Dramatic Play 
and Imagination

Engages in 
dramatic play

CA4.1(0) Moves to act on environment; vocalizes for attention CA4.1(1) Observes/imitates sounds/gestures/behaviors CA4.1(2) Uses imitation/pretend play to express creativity/imagination

EMERGENT CA4.2(1) Uses dolls/toys as if they were real; engages in pretend play CA4.2(2) Uses objects in new ways/pretend play to act out daily routines

D
u
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DL1: Receptive 
Language (Listening 
and Understanding)

Listens to and 
comprehends 
language

DL1.1(Beginning) Responds to gestures/simple directions in home/second language; begins to understand words in both; listens to books DL1.1(Middle) Follows simple routine directions in second language with 
adult support; participates in rhyming activities; understands some words

DL2: Expressive 
Language (Speaking 
Second Language)

Communicates 
with others

DL2.1(Beginning) Uses gestures/expressions/single words to communicate needs/wants in home language; moving to second language DL2.1(Middle) Combines words from home/second language to 
communicate needs/wants; participates in two-way conversations
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Physical/Health

Sept/Oct Buttercups® Physical/Health

Hello Baby

Circles and Slots 

1

3

Physical/Health

Physical/Health

Infant Young and Older Toddlers

Smile and say hello as you reach 
down, place your hands behind the 
baby’s neck and back, and bring her 
to an upright position. Say the baby’s 
name as you bring her to your chest. 
Support the back of her head with one 
hand and support her bottom with the 
other as you hold her securely against 
your chest. 

Lie down and encourage the child to lie facedown on your tummy. Bend your 
knees, keeping them close together. Holding the child securely with your 
hands on each side of his chest, place her facedown on your shins so that she 
is looking toward you over your knees. Be sure to continue to hold the child 
securely at all times as you continue. Bring your knees down to your chest so 
that she is looking at you. Say, “Hello, (child’s name)!” Repeat the words and 
jiggle your knees gently. Then say hello again as you gently roll your body from 
side to side. Repeat the actions if she is enjoying them. Finish with a big hug.

Observe
Does the child move with you as you 
bring her to an upright position?

Observe
How does the child move with you? Does she appear to have the core strength 
to move with you as you move side to side? 

Infants Young Toddlers Older Toddlers

Remove the box lid. Babies can drop 
the lids into the box, dump them out, 
and do it again. They may also enjoy 
banging the lids together.

Invite a child to push the lids through 
the slot. When all the lids are in the 
box, the child can dump them out, 
replace the lid, and play again. Point 
out that the lids are circles. 

Play in same way as young toddlers. 
Encourage the child to look closely at 
the lids. How are they the same? How 
are they different? What colors are 
they? 

Observe
Watch to see how they grasp the lids. 
Do they transfer the lids from hand to 
hand? Observe to see if they bang the 
lids together.

Observe
How do they hold the lids before 
pushing them through the slot? Does 
one hand hold the box as they push 
the lid through with the other hand. 

Observe
Watch to see if they have control 
while pushing the lids through. Do 
their hands and eyes work together?

Suggested Materials: exercise mat
Do a yoga pose together as you spend time with each child. 

Suggested Materials:  jar lids, shoe box (or similar box with lid), utility knife 
Collect and wash several jar lids. Cut a wide slit in the lid of a shoe box or a 
similar box with a lid.

Indicators: physical/health PD1.1, PD2.1, PD2.3,  
social/emotional SE2.1

Indicators: physical/health PD1.1, PD3.1, PD3.2,  
approaches to learning AL1.1, AL2.1, AL3.1, 
math 2.1
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Songs and Rhymes

Sept/Oct Buttercups® Songs and Rhymes

Betsy Bear
Sung to “Good Night, Ladies”

Hello, Betsy! Hello, Betsy! Hello, 
Betsy!

We’re glad you’re here today.
Hello, Betsy! Hello, Betsy! Hello, 

Betsy!
Oh, won’t you come and play!

All My Friends
Sung to “Mary Had a Little Lamb”

All my friends are here today, here 
today, here today.

All my friends are here today, ready to 
have fun!

Let’s sing songs and dance today, 
dance today, dance today.

Let’s sing songs and dance today, 
dance with all my friends!

Let’s read books and play today, play 
today, play today.

Let’s read books and play today, play 
with all my friends!

All my friends are here today, here 
today, here today.

All my friends are here today, ready to 
have fun!

My Backpack
Sung to Sung to “The Bear Went Over the 

Mountain”

(Diapers) go in my backpack.
(Diapers) go in my backpack.
(Diapers) go in my backpack.
Oh, do you pack them too?
Oh, do you pack them too?
Oh, do you pack them too?
(Diapers) go in my backpack.
Oh, do you pack them too?
Repeat with other objects  

children might bring in their  
backpacks. 

My Apple Tree
I have a basket, and I’m going to 

see 
(Add basket.)

What I can find in my apple tree. 
(Add tree.)

Hanging in the tree way up high,
Big juicy apples catch my eye. 

(Add apples around the tree.)
I shake the tree to make them fall, 

(Shake body.)
And down come the apples, one 

and all! 
(Flutter apples down.)

Roll the Apple
Roll the apple, roll the apple,
Fiddle-dee-dee.
Roll the apple, roll the apple,
Roll to me.
Roll the apple, roll the apple, 
Fiddle-dee-doo.
Roll the apple, roll the apple,
Back to you.

Ring Around the Apple
Ring around the apple,
Tipple, topple, tapple.
Apples! Apples!
We all fall down.

Swaying Apple Tree
Sung to “Rock-a-Bye Baby”

Apple trees swish 
And apple trees sway.
Close your sweet eyes
And rest well today.
Snuggle up now
All comfy and free.
And dream you’re an apple
Up high in a tree.

1

3 Theme: Apples Everywhere

Songs and Rhymes 

Theme: Hello and Goodbye

Songs and Rhymes 
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Vocabulary Card
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©FunShine Express Sept/Oct Buttercups® Activity Calendar

September  
2018

Toddler Activities
Infant  

ActivitiesSensory Play
music, art/craft,  

textures, fine motor

Discovery Play
social/emotional, cognitive, 

language/literacy

Physical  
Development

 Theme 1 • Hello and Goodbye
Tuesday

September 4
Welcome Friends Take a Tour, Meet Betsy Bear Hello Baby

• Vocabulary Cards, Betsy 
Bear Theme Puppet, Sign 
Language, Andi Apple

• Family, Backpacks, 
Physical/Health Cards, 
Grandparents Day Hug 
Cards, Hello and Goodbye 
Picture

• I Wave, My Buddies Prop, 
Happy and Sad, Peekaboo 
Pals

Wednesday
September 5

Grandparents Day Hug Cards, 
Part 1 Bear’s Busy Family, Family Hiding in the Sand

Thursday
September 6

Grandparents Day Hug Cards, 
Part 2 Circle Shape, Happy and Sad Circles and Slots

Friday
September 7

My Buddies Prop Picture Routine Schedule, Friends Roll the Ball

Monday
September 10

Peekaboo Pals Singing and Dancing with Friends, 
Color Red Playdough Friends

Tuesday
September 11

Pack Backpacks Backpacks, I Wave Tunnel Greetings

Wednesday
September 12

Hello and Goodbye Picture, Part 1 What’s in the Backpack?, Red Rides 
with Friends Happy and Sad Toss

Thursday
September 13

Hello and Goodbye Picture, Part 2 Where, Oh Where Is Betsy Bear?, 
Peekaboo Pal Puppets Red Water

Friday
September 14

Shape Roll Goodbye, Goodbye Song Smile Snack

 Theme 2 • Apples Everywhere
Monday

September 17
Cheery Apple Tree, Part 1 Apple Tree Lullaby, Apple Tree Apple Picking

• Vocabulary Cards, Apples 
Felt Set, Two Red Apples, 
Sign for Drink, Board 
Books

• Sparkly Apple Prop, Apple 
Drop, Cheery Apple Tree, 
Singing and Dancing

• I Reach, Apple Tree 
Lullaby, Physical/Health 
Cards, Apple Suncatcher, 
Apple Touch Board

Tuesday
September 18

Cheery Apple Tree, Part 2 Apple Felt Set, From Me to You Sliding Apples

Wednesday
September 19

Leaves Two Red Apples, I Reach Jump for Apples

Thursday
September 20

Apple Stand Choose an Apple, Apple Matching Apples in the Water

Friday
September 21

Apple Touch Board Fall Cube Roll, Ring Around the Apple Applesauce Scent-sation

Monday
September 24

Sparkly Apple Prop Baskets, Apple Gather Basket Apple Toss

Tuesday
September 25

Leaf Painting Apple Juice, Apple Juice Tea Party Apple Bowling

Wednesday
September 26

Cooking Pot Play Johnny Appleseed, Two Red Apples Move Like Johnny Appleseed

Thursday
September 27

Apple Suncatcher, Part 1 Growing Apples, Find Happy and Sad Apple Playdough

Friday
September 28

Apple Suncatcher, Part 2 What’s Missing?, Hungry Dolls Circle Play



4 All About  
Me Cards
•	 Body parts, emotions,  

and movements
•  5.5” x 4.25”, perforated

2 Theme Puppets
•	 Use to encourage conversation,  

lead games, help with transitions,  
or to grab children’s attention

•	 5-6” tall, comes with craft sticks  
to attach for handle

2 Play Manipulatives
•	 Durable, Quality Educational 

Toys and Tools
•	 Strengthen physical  

and cognitive development
•	 Collect and expand your 

classroom resources

2 Board Books
•	 Sturdy books  

reinforce concepts
•	 Collect and expand 

your classroom library

Sign Language  
Poster
•	 Sign language poster to  

assist in teaching  
communication skills

•  8.5” x 11”

Welcome Display 
•  Display helps welcome  

children each day
•  Use with Name Tags (below)
•	 Laminated, 11” x 17”

Name Tags
•  12 tags to accompany the 

Welcome Display
•  Add children’s names
•  Can also be used as a Cubby tag
•  Build name recognition and 

create a print-rich environment

2 Nursery  
Rhyme Props
•	 Use to introduce  

Nursery Rhymes  
and more

•  8.5” x 11”

5 Sets of  
Early Learning  
Materials
•  Reinforce early  

learning concepts  
such as matching,  
sorting, opposites, 
and more

•	 8.5” x 11”

Materials List
•  One for each month
•  List of materials needed 

for each day
•  We do our best to use  

readily available items

CHILDREN’S PACK 
Materials included per child.

12 Exploratory  
Art or Prop  
Activities
•	 Age-appropriate activities  

are open-ended and  
exploratory

•	 Fun, colorful craft supplies to  
save you from collecting and prep!

Family Newsletter
•	 Ideas to help reinforce concepts
•	 Engage Parents
•	 Customizable online
•	 8.5” X 11”; printed front  

and back

SEPARATE PURCHASE

NEW! Card Keeper 
Box with Index Tabs
•	 Collect and store Song/Rhyme,  

Physical/Movement, and  
Vocabulary Cards. Large 
enough to hold all 240 cards from 
September through August!

•	 Full-color box with Velcro lid,  
Index Tabs included

•	 $10 each

Themes 
Hello and Goodbye 
Apples Everywhere 

Be Safe 
Wiggly Wonders

Shapes and Colors

Opposites 
happy/sad

Vocabulary 
friends, backpack, apple 

tree, basket, police 
officer, paramedic, 

spider, snake

Sign Language 
red, sad, drink, orange, 

listen, don’t touch

Together Time Activities
Here are some fun activities you and your child can enjoy 
together!
• Watch Cars 

Sit with your child in a safe spot and watch the traffic go by. 
See who can be the first to spy a red car! Later, play again and 
watch for orange.

• Johnny Appleseed 
John Chapman, known as Johnny Appleseed, was born on 
September 26. According to legend, he wore a pot on his head 
as he roamed the countryside planting apple seeds. If you 
have a lightweight pot, your child may enjoy wearing it and 
pretending to be Johnny Appleseed.

• Pumpkin Patch 
Visit a pumpkin patch or produce stand to explore all the 
pumpkins! Let your child explore by feeling the textures 
and wrapping his arms around them. If possible, purchase 
one to bring home. Let your child help decorate it to display 
somewhere at home. 

Nursery Rhymes
Nursery rhymes teach children auditory skills and help them develop 
an appreciation for rhyme and rhythm. They also help children 
develop language, memory, creativity, and other cognitive skills. 

Sept/Oct  2018
NEWSLETTER

Two Red Apples
Way up high in an apple tree,
Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree as hard as I could.
Down came the apples! 
Mmm, they were good!

©FunShine Express 2018

Way up high in an apple tree,

Two red apples smiled at me.

I shook that tree 

as hard as I could.

Down came the apples! 

Mmm, they were good!
Sept/Oct Buttercups® Nursery Rhyme Story Prop

Two Red ApplesTwo Red Apples

Little Miss Muffet
Little Miss Muffet

Sat on a tuffet,
Eating her curds and whey.

Along came a spider
Who sat down beside her,

And frightened Miss Muffet away.

Along came a spider
Who sat down beside her,And frightened Miss Muffet away.

Little Miss 
Muffet

Little Miss 
Muffet

Little Miss Muffet
Sat on a tuffet,

Eating her curds and whey.
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Nursery Rhyme Story Prop

©FunShine Express 2018

orange
Right hand-C in front of chin, 
squeeze as if squeezing an orange.

red
Palm-in, index finger touches 
lip, brushes down and closes.

©FunShine Express 2018 Sept/Oct Buttercups® Sign Language Poster

don’t touch
Pinch together index and middle 
fingers and thumb; tap back of 
other hand with middle finger only.

drink
Form “C” with hand; tip toward 
mouth.

listen
Place open palm behind 
ear.

sad
Bring both hands down in 
front of face while making a 
sad face.

Along came a spider
Who sat down beside her,And frightened Miss Muffet away.

Little Miss 
Muffet

Little Miss 
Muffet

Little Miss Muffet
Sat on a tuffet,

Eating her curds and whey.
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Nursery Rhyme Story Prop

©FunShine Express 2018

up
Point upwards.

down
Point downwards.

orange
Right hand-C in front of chin, 
squeeze as if squeezing an orange.

help
Palm lifts bottom of left S and 
pushes it slightly up.

red
Palm-in, index finger touches 
lip, brushes down and closes.

sleep
With palm toward face, slide hand 
down bringing fingers together; 
close eyes.

©FunShine Express 2017 Sept/Oct Buttercups® Sign Language Poster

• chalk • masking tape
• newspaper • stamp pads
• magazines • paint pads
• playdough • paper punch
• paper • construction paper • scissors • music and player
• water • glue
• stapler • paint/brushes
• pencils • tape
• crayons • markers

• containers • small manipulatives

Basic supplies to keep on hand.

Basic supplies to keep on hand
• crayons/markers
• newspapers/

magazines
• assorted paints/

paint tools
• table toys/blocks
• balls/beanbags
• parachute/

blankets/sheets
• glue/glue sticks
• clear contact 

paper

• dolls/accessories
• unbreakable mirrors 
• clear/masking tape
• bags–fabric/paper
• music and player
• playdough
• sand/water tub/table
• stickers/craft sticks
• containers/buckets
• paper plates
• yarn/string (cut short)
• toddler scissors

• chalk
• camera
• felt/Velcro
• various paper
• paper punch
• stamp pads
• magnifiers
• stuffed 

animals/toys
• cups/bowls/

dishes
• boxes

September 1 September 5 September 6 September 7 September 8
• wagon OR stroller • play tunnel OR long 

cardboard box
• 2 small photos of 

each child’s face
• butcher paper
• red plastic containers 

and utensils
• toy people

• picture books
• hula hoop
• poster board
• textured materials
• sticky tack

September 11 September 12 September 13 September 14 September 15
• assorted washable 

soft toys
• round cookie cutters
• rolling pins

• slide • plastic bottles
• sand

• dishcloth
• assorted familiar 

objects
• assorted dry snack 

foods
• long-handled spoon

September 18 September 19 September 20 September 21 September 22
• books/pictures 

showing forest
• Forest Felt Set
• fl annel board
• poster board
• pinecone

• toy forest animals
• towel
• pillowcase
• child-size leaf rakes

• squirrel feeder
• bread crumbs
• toy forest animals OR 

pictures

• leaf cookie cutters

September 25 September 26 September 27 September 28 September 29
• objects for an 

obstacle course
• toy forest animals OR 

pictures

• red apples
• knife
• applesauce
• plastic apples (2 

colors) OR red and 
green poster board

• baskets

• fl annel board
• Forest Felt Set
• books about forest 

animals
• wet wipes OR wet 

paper towels
• toy forest animals OR 

pictures
• push/pull toys

• toy forest animals OR 
pictures

• red streamer

• small bear-shaped 
crackers

• applesauce
• cinnamon

September Materials List
Most supplies are included for the activities in 

your kit. Items not included and needed to 
implement ALL of the activities suggested 

in the curriculum guide are listed below. Be 
creative when having to substitute or ask the 

children what ideas they might have. 
Always keep safety in mind!

Jack and Jill went up the hill
To fetch a pail of water.

Jack fell down and broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after.

©FunShine Express 2017
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Nursery Rhyme Story Prop

Jack and JillJack and Jill

Jack and Jill went up the hill

To fetch a pail of water.

Jack fell down and broke his crown, 

And Jill came tumbling after.
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Nursery Rhyme Story Prop

Jack and JillJack and Jill

©FunShine Express 2017
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Sept/Oct Buttercups® Early Learning Materials Forest Opposites
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FunShine Online® Online Christian 
Lessons 

Ages 3-5 Years
Buttercups®

Ages 0-3 Years
Fireflies®

Ages 3-5 Years

Months Themes Color/Shape Letters/
Numbers

Color/
Shape Bible Story

Sept.
Hello and Goodbye
Apples Everywhere

A, B, C
1, 2, 3

The Ten Commandments
Exodus 19-20

Oct.
Be Safe

Wiggly Wonders
D, E, F
4, 5, 6

The Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3

Nov.
Sleep Tight

Getting Together
G, H, I

7, 8
God Calls Samuel

1 Samuel 3

Dec.
Hats Off to You

Gingerbread and 
Jingle Bells

J, K, L
9, 10

Christmas - A Baby in  
a Manger

Luke 2:1-20

Jan.
Riding Around

Sparkles and Shivers
M, N, O

11, 12
The Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37

Feb.
In the Mail

I Am Healthy
P, Q, R
13, 14

Jesus Feeds 5000
John 6:1-14

Mar.
Silly Fun

Changing Weather
S, T, U
15, 16

Wise and Foolish Builders
Matthew 7:24-29

Apr.
Up and Away

Spring Has Sprung
V, W, X
17, 18

Praying in the Garden
Mark 14:32-42

May
Baby Animals
When I’m Big

Y, Z
19, 20

Jesus Grows Up
Luke 2:41-52

June
In the Meadow

Giddy Up and Go
Review Review

Abraham Travels
Genesis 12

July
To Market, To Market

Sports Talk
Review Review Review

The First Sin
Genesis 3

Aug.
Playground Palooza

Cookout Lookout
Review Review Review

The Son Who Left
Luke 15:11-32

2018-2019 Activity Schedule
Exciting themes to help children learn and grow!

Schedule is subject to slight change.
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